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And he will hasten back as fast as possible to give you his vote in the Council."
"Is he sincere?" said Catherine. "For you know that when the Lorrains admitted him to the Council, it was to enable them to rule."
" L'Hopital is a Frenchman of too good a stock not to be honest," said Chiverni; " besides, that letter is a sufficient pledge."
" And what answer does the Connetable send to these gentlemen? "
" He says the King is his master, and he awaits his orders. On this reply, the Cardinal, to prevent any resistance, will propose to appoint his brother Lieutenant-General of the realm."
" So soon!" cried Catherine in dismay. " Well, and did M. de 1'Hopital give you any further message for me? "
" He told me, Madame, that you alone can stand between the throne and MM. de Guise."
" But does he suppose that I will use the Huguenots as a means of defense?"
a Oh, Madame," cried Chiverni, surprised by her perspicacity, " we never thought of placing you in such a difficult position."
" Did he know what a position I am in? " asked the Queen calmly.
" Pretty nearly. He thinks you made a dupe's bargain when, on the death of the late King, you accepted for your share the fragments saved from the ruin of Mme. Diane. MM. de Guise thought they had paid their debt to the Queen by gratifying the woman."
" Yes," said Catherine, looking at the two Gondi, " I made a great mistake there."
" A mistake the gods might make!" replied Charles de Gondi.
" Gentlemen," said the Queen, " if I openly take up the cause of the Reformers, I shall be the slave of a party."
" Madame," said Chiverni eagerly, " I entirely agree with you. You must make use of them, but not let them make use of you."